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] ASHBURN GOLF CLUB
3250 JOSEPH HOWE DR

Located on Joseph Howe Drive, Ashburn was originally a private
estate named after Lord Ashbourne of England. The property
passed through several prominent owners, until it was sold to the
Halifax Golf and Country Club in 1922. In 1954, a visitor walking
through the Ashburn golf course reported seeing a woman in an
auburn shawl, seemingly gliding several inches above the ground.
When the visitor approached, the woman raised her shawl to cover
her face while making wild gestures with her free hand, clearly
signalling to stay away, before gliding toward a nearby ash grove
and vanishing before the visitor's eyes. N
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l HALIFAX FAMILY COURT
3380 DEVONSHIRE AVE \

educating the many children of North-end Halifax. Tragically, the
Halifax Explosion decimated the building, claiming the lives of
two students, Annie Campbell and Merle Huggins, among the other
482 children under the age of fourteen who perished that day.
“After re-building, the school operated until 1985, when it was
leased to the Supreme Court Family Division. Despite its
transformation, many still report encounters with young Annie
Campbell's spectre, running through the hallways or sitting near
the side steps to the courthouse. Her lingering presence, along
with the playful spirits of her classmates past, are credited with
unexplained and mischievous happenings, from flickering lights
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The Halifax Family Courthouse was once the Richmond School, /

WAILKING WITH GHOSTS

AWAIKING TOUR & GUIDE To HALFAXS GREATEST HAUNTS

Step into the shadows
and explore Halifax’s

to doors that open, close, and slam seemingly on their own!
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be regularly visited by the spirit of one of it's past deans. His
ghostly figure has been glimpsed all throughout the church,
though most frequently he is seen at the altar, eternally watchful

over the service proceedings in his stead. /

carrying a bucket of water up the stairs for the Lady of the house
late at night. She most often appears to visiting children, lingering
in silence and leaving them to complain that ‘the lady’ won't talk
to them, much to the bewilderment of onlooking parents.
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THE HENRY HOUSE, Il Sire ST &
1222 BARRINGTON ST 5 gfaoﬁ%fu P —
The Henry House was built in 1835, and is now home to a g
well-loved pub. Historically, however, it was occupied as both a GriToN STt K
private dwelling and as a residence for retired sailors. It seems as i |CRE! ' F 3 —_— %
though many of it’s past residents never really left, as the building Eo X \ /
is reportedly haunted by many fun-loving spirits who still enjoy a z i 8) 1
cheeky pint! Many staff have reported arriving in the morning to g’ ;_‘: 1 p—— i
glasses lined up on the bar, despite being put away properly the S]l'ART: PEACE & & e =
night before, and have told stories of bewilderment when a beer FRIENDSHIP PARK 1 -l-_' JI1NS.. Zn e
tap starts flowing without anyone around. Late one night, one 2, ! 0
manager even reported hearing what sounded like a full-blown \ E l THE FIVE FISHERMEN "L../
party upstairs, but found the entire upper floor empty upon e — & = 1740 ARGYLE ST J—
investigation. Who can blame these spirited souls for having a g MAFFLAND Simr. v Now one of Halifax's most famous restaurants, The Five Fishermen
little fun? / | has a long and storied past. Originally built in the early 1800s and—
v acclaimed as Canada’s first institution offering free education, it
THE WAVERLY INN g later housed the School of Art, eventually becoming the Nova
1226 BARRINGTON STREET / Scotia College of Art and Design. The building then took on a more
: N ~ _ Ll_ ALEXANDER KEITH’S BREWERY somber role as John Snow & Co. Funeral Home, handling victims
;?:Cga\;flrlgﬁ ;ilirfla)l(s gﬁldelggsa;c()lfriénet% a: (;21:, 0‘:1 etllll_ekrrlr(l)c;vsr’i h;l:l;lsttel;l 1496 LOWER WATER ST, #312 7- Eron; D'Oth'thfgii;lking of the Titanic in 1912_, and the Halifax
“regulars”. One famed ghost, known as Isabel, is believed to be a Established in 1820 by Alexander Keith, his namesake brewery I’: L ' — )/|
previous owner from the. (_aarly 1900s. Keeping wa.tch over the haz beefnlservmg. ult)) gt;ﬁobd bqer fordove{.tt_\évso lge.rglurles. Iéfter a e WR— Since reopening as a restaurant in 1975, it seems that not all of its
upper floors of the Inn, visitors have reported catching a waft of Bl CIQIIERLRRICWING and polltics, Belgpdssed ggy S N/\A\N’\EK former visitors have left the premises. Staff and guests alike report
her signature rose perfume and hearing the subtle swish of her in 1873 at the age of 78. However, according to staff, he never :

dress in empty hallways. Many visitors also claim to encounter
Edward, a young boy who passed away from scarlet fever in 1917.
Those staying in rooms 204 and 205 have awoken to the sounds of
childish laughter, misplaced belongings, and even the occasional
child-sized handprint on their bathroom mirrors. The unoccupied
basement seems home to the spirits too, which often rings out
with sounds of clattering dishes reverberating through the walls,
even though all kitchenware is kept on the main level!

5 GEORGE’S ISLAND

With a rich history, George's Island in the Halifax Harbour is
widely considered to be haunted. Initially used as a staging
ground for fishing, the island later served as a quarantine station,
prison, and military fort by colonial settlers. Over the years, the
island has been home to many visitors and inhabitants. In 1784,
two pirates were caught and hanged on Georges
Island, both of whom have been said to continue
to roam the grounds to this day. Others claim
the ghost of a French Admiral, the Duc
d’Enville, continues to walk the island long
after his body was left ashore following
the loss of his crew and the burning of his
ships in the harbour. His ghostly figure
has been spotted strutting about,
donning his traditional French uniform.
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truly left. Many claim to hear footsteps and the squeak of an old
handcart echoing through the tunnels he had built to connect his
home to the brewery, as if he’s still keeping an eye on brewery
operations—or maybe just sneaking in for a pint!

Keith isn't the only lingering spirit. A mysterious man,
affectionately referred to as Sam, has been spotted at the bar, pint
in hand, always drawn to the brewery’s live music. He's especially
fond of traditional maritime tunes—perhaps it's Sam who plays the
phantom piano, even when no one is around?

THE OLD
BURYING GROUND
1541 BARRINGTON ST

The Old Burying Ground has been the
final resting place to over 12,000
people since its establishment in
1749. Most notably, the Old Burying
Ground holds the remains of over
1,000 settlers who fell victim to the
typhoid epidemic of 1749-1750, a
tragic chapter in Halifax’s long history.
To this day, countless spiritual
encounters have been reported, most
notably of a young woman in period dress
who passed away during childbirth. She is
regularly seen walking the rows of gravestones,
and often accompanied by the faint cries of an
infant. On some quiet evenings, right around twilight, ghostly
apparitions of military officers have been seen standing guard
throughout the grounds, their voices echoing military commands
into the night, forever holding their post.
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OLD HALIFAX MEMORIAL LIBRARY
5381 SPRING GARDEN RD

The Old Halifax Memorial Library, built in 1951, was a beloved
gathering spot until its closure in 2014, in response to the opening
of the New Halifax Central Library. However, long before it housed
books, the site held a grim past. In the 1750s, the site was home
to what was called the “poor house”—a harsh and unforgiving
institution designated for those considered, at the time, as
society’s outcasts. From beggars to fortune tellers, those who
sheltered there endured brutal punishments and short life
expectancies. Many of its unfortunate residents were denied burial
in the Old Burying Ground across the street, and were instead laid
to rest in unmarked, shallow graves throughout the grounds.
Eventually, as a result of public disapproval, the structure was torn
down and given to the city on the condition that it be maintained
as a public space in perpetuity. The site was reclaimed into
“Grafton Park”, before the construction of the library in the 1950s.
Archaeological investigations suggest the remains of over 4,500
people may be buried on the property. Over the years of operation,
library employees reported strange occurrences, such as books
mysteriously moving, shadowy figures wandering the aisles, and
even ghostly panhandlers loitering by the stone walls. Now vacant,
the building’s haunted legacy lingers on, and one can only wonder
what it's next chapter will be.

NEPTUNE THEATRE
1593 ARGYLE ST

Constructed in 1915, the Neptune Theatre has been a premiere hub
for entertainment ever since. While live audiences flock to the
theatre, it has been known to draw a more spectral crowd as well!
Staff from the costume department have described regularly
seeing figures in the mirrors, seemingly critiquing their work. On
one occasion, a seamstress reported that after noticing a man
observing her work in the mirror, she looked up to find that both
the man and the costume she was working on had vanished! She
later found the costume neatly hung in its place, with subtle
design alterations she hadn't made herself. Some late-night actors
and staff have also reported seeing ghostly performances on
stage, complete with shadowy audiences, and their faint, echoey
applause seeping through the theatre.

1682 HOLLIS STREET —

The Halifax Club, a stunning and ornate Italian Renaissance style
building constructed in 1862, served as a hangout for high
society, originally founded by fifteen members whose names are
now recognized in many Halifax street names. The Club has
witnessed some eerie events throughout its history, with two
notable stories in particular, who’s entities continue to haunt its
halls. \

One involves the house steward, who, after being caught
embezzeling Club funds, allegedly stabbed himself before leaping
out of a second-story window in 1870. Many claim he still roams
the halls, perhaps trying to pay his unsettled debts. The second
tale is of a club member who, suffering from heart failure during
a visit to a nearby brothel, was discreetly moved by a group of
Club members and left on the front steps of the Club to avoid
scandal. Since that solemn night, many have reported smelling his
signature pipe tobacco and hearing the sound of his heavy
footsteps echoing through the Club.

ST PAUL'S ANGLICAN CHURCH
1749 ARGYLE ST

The haunting of St. Paul’s Anglican Church originates from the
Halifax Explosion in 1917. As legend has it, a deacon stood by a
second-story, east-facing window of the church when the blast
struck. The deacon was blown from the church with such force that
the glass was broken into a perfect silhouette of the Deacon's
profile. To this day, eerie silhouette remains visible from Argyle
Street, on the sixth window from the front of the church. According
to some, the window has been replaced several times over the
years, yet with each new pane, the ghostly shattered silhouette
mysteriously reappears.

THE HALIFAX CLUB __ccron ST_J
|

eerie happenings—glasses and ashtrays flying off shelves,
phantom voices arguing in the empty Private Room (known as the

Captain’s Quarters), and the apparition of a long-haired man in an==

old-fashioned coat appearing near the salad bar. It seems that
more than just our current-day Haligonians have been enjoying the
lively atmosphere of the Five Fisherman Restaurant!
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HALIFAX CITADEL
] NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE
5425 SACKVILLE ST

The Halifax Citadel National Historic Site is no stranger to ghostly
encounters, with one spirit in particular becoming known as a
“regular” within the citadel walls: The Grey Lady. Often seen
walking the floors of the Cavalier building, she wears a long, white,
19th-century-style dress and carries with her the unmistakable
scent of rose perfume. Many believe her to be Miss Cassie Allen,
who was engaged to a soldier stationed at the Citadel. The wedding
never came to pass, as the soldier tragically died on the day of
their wedding. After her eventual passing, legend says she now
wanders the citadel, forever searching for the love she lost.

l THE HALIFAX ARMOURY
2261 NORTH PARK ST

The Halifax Armoury, constructed from 1895-1899, was used to
recruit and prepare soldiers prior to shipment out to war. A
stunning example of Romanesque Revival Style architecture, it's
unique design is not all the building is known for. Many have told
tales about one soldier, who returned from his service in World War
I, to find that his wife had left him for another man. Upon
discovery, it is said he took his own life, and now maintains his
post in the afterlife, patrolling the building in his full military
uniform. Keep an eye out for the warm, flickering glow of his
lantern in the otherwise dark windows, as he eternally lights his
way through the shadows of the armoury.



